Third Sunday in Lent
at First Lutheran Church in St. Helens, Oregon
Sunhday, March 23, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut
it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God'’s
invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen,
so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by
the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is
good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

~ Welcome ~

All are welcome in our worship! Your presence here is a gift from God. We particularly welcome

visitors and guests and invite you to join us for coffee hour immediately following the worship
service.

Follow this worship bulletin as your guide to the service from beginning to end.
Leaders speak the words in reqular type; people speak (or sing) the boldface words.

Please rise, whether physically or simply with your heart, during the portions of the liturgy
marked by an asterisk*.

To get ready for Zoom worship (at home)

We celebrate Holy Communion together via Zoom as well as gathered in person. Please have
bread/cracker(s) and a cup of wine/grape juice ready if you and those with you plan to take
part. If you do not have access to wine/grape juice, you may receive Communion without the
cup; Christ is fully present as the “Bread of Life.”

~ Gathering ~

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP — PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER Dr. Denise Reed

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Robert Neubert



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.




* GATHERING HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW 726
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* GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and

resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love
to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



~ Word ~
Listen! God is calling.

FIRST READING

1Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

®Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake their way;,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 55:1-9



RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 63:1-8

10 God, you are my God; eagerly | seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water.
2Therefore | have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that | might behold your power and your glory.
3 For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
4So will I bless you as long as | live
and lift up my hands in your name.
> My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
®when | remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
" For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings | will rejoice.
8 My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

11 do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, * and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was
Christ. > Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down
in the wilderness.

® Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they
did. ” Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down
to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ® We must not put Christ
to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 1° And do not complain as
some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. ! These things happened to them
to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of
the ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 1* No
testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out
so that you may be able to endure it.



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

* GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.? [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?? No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. * Or those eighteen who were
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? > No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish just as they did.”

®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three
years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why
should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until | dig
around it and put manure on it. ? If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can
cutitdown.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

A man had a fig ree planted in
his vineyard; and he camne
locking for frust on it ...

LUKE 13.6, NQSY

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Pastor Robert Neubert

SERMON Pastor Robert Neubert



HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW 756
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cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and wisdom to
bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they may call upon you
in making decisions. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the goodness of
your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flourish on the planet
that is our shared home. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of
justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across human borders and
boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion especially Carlene Clore,
Doreen Gordon, Kitty Heide, Marilyn Hensley, Brian Morse, Jayne Schilling and all those we
lift up upon our hearts or our lips. Comfort those whose lives have been disrupted through
natural disasters and human conflict. Aid communities in coming together to mourn, heal,
and rebuild. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your grace. Bless
food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, and all ministries that
address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of
challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended especially
Joan Heide and Judy Wismeth, sister of Edee Douglas. May their witness inspire our own.
God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace.



~ Meal ~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
Thank you for supporting the ministries of First Lutheran Church! If worshiping in person,
you may place your offering in the wooden bow! when it is passed to you. You may also
make your offering by mail and/or through our website.\
Kirk and Deby Dearman

CHOIR ANTHEM Lord Make Us Instruments of Your Peace

*OFFERING SONG What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774
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2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.

lean - ing on the ev er last - ing arms.

lecan - ing on the ev er last - ing arms.

Refrain
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious Provider,
you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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* DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* PREFACE

* HoLy, HoLy, HoLY
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* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

* LORD’S PRAYER
Remember us, Lord, in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
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The way of your justice be followed by the peoples
of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

* INVITATION
The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table! At the direction of an usher, those who wish
to commune may proceed down the center aisle. You may kneel or stand at the altar rail and
receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. After eating, you may select a cup of red wine
or white grape juice and drink. Return to your pew via the side aisle, placing your empty cup
in the basket as you go. If you would prefer to receive only a blessing, you may signal this
preference by keeping your hands folded in front of you. If you would like communion to be
brought to you in your pew, please inform an usher.

Lamb of God
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O  Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
i 0 Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Taste and See

ELW 493

Cantor will sing the verses, congregation will sing the refrain.

Refrain — All
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Taste and see, taste and see the good-ness of the Lord. Oh,
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2 Glo-rn - fy the Lord with . . me.
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Praise shall al - ways be on my lips;
To - geth-er let us all praise God’s name.
You’ll want for noth-ing . . . if you ask.
9 .
P A | ]
7 4 T — [ - D
l(n v 5‘ . I |\ I Jr— ) | ! | . ‘
ANV D] | ] I | ] | | [§]
) & o oo & o _o o
my soul shall glo - ry in the Lord;
| called the Lord, . . who an - swered me;
Taste and see . . . that the Lord is good;
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for God has  been so good to me.
from all my ftrou-bles [ was set free.
in  God we  need put all our trust
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 468

0 | .
A+ B Y - J Py
%- o —

1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.

4 While 1 draw this

fleet - ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,

n I 1 } ] ]

AN I ! i — JI JI i —

Gt g ==
let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal mno res - pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or 1 die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

* TABLE BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.

Amen.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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~ Sending ~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
* BLESSING
God our tender parent,
God the crucified one,
God the reconciling Spirit,
*F bless you now and forever.

Amen.
* SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618
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2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain where the  heal - ing
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feed me now and ev - er - more,
shield me with your might-y arm,
| will raise for - ev - er - more,

* DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Dr. Denise Reed



Puzzjel

Fill in the blanks with the tiny creatures
é mentioned in each verse (all NIV). Then search
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for those words in the puzzle below.

Proverbs 6:6
Psalm 78:45
Matthew 23:24
Judges 14:8b

Acts 12:23
Leviticus 11:22
Leviticus 11:22
Deuteronomy 7:20
Exodus16:20  _

1 Samuel 24:14 -

Isaiah 5009 %
Isaiah 59:5 3\

Leviticus 11:22 . ¢&, _
Leviticus 1'I:2i6 _______
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